
County Councillor’s Report for Parishes - July 2019 - Anna Bradnam 
 
Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Combined Authority 
The County Council is represented by Cllr Steve Count as Portfolio Holder for Investment 
and Finance and by Cllr Chris Boden as Portfolio Holder for Spatial Planning. South 
Cambridgeshire DC is represented on the Housing and Communities Committee by Cllr 
Bridget Smith and on the Skills Committee by Cllr Eileen Wilson  
 
Local Transport Plan – public consultation run by Steer 
The Combined Authority’s agent Steer gave a presentation to District Councillors on 28 Jun. 
I hope parishes won’t mind me referring to it in my County Report. They outlined: 
- the function of the Local Transport Plan 
- relationship of the LTP to the wider regional and local policies and strategies 
- draft vision, goals and objectives and draft policy themes 
- over-arching strategy (supporting growth and prosperity, transit-oriented planning, helping 
to reduce congestion, achieving wider social and environmental benefits 
- over-arching strategy (with a map showng CAM routes from Cambridge towards Royston, 
St Neots, Alconbury, Waterbeach, NE to a point north of Newmarket and to Haverhill) 
- Greater Cambridge Strategy for sustainable transport involving 
        - the Cambridge Autonomous Metro (CAM) and investment in walking and cycling 
infrastructure,         - completion of the Greenways programme,  
        – better bus services – with new rural travel hubs and interchange facilities, supported 
by comprehensive demand-responsive transport, following the recommendations of the 
Strategic Bus Review – they also referred to enhanced partnerships and franchising.” 
        - improvements to our rail network 
        - limited highways improvements 
- a map of the Greater Cambridge projects 
  
The current public consultation opened on 17 June and closes on 27 September 2019  
Several dates have already passed but our nearest events are at: 
Cambridge Central Library Thu 11 July 1-6pm,   Wed 24 July 2- 9pm, Sat 14 Sep 10am-3pm 
You can complete an online questionnaire at tinyurl.com/CPCALTP 
BUT the only link they have provided to the draft document is a QR code, which I am unable 
to scan and anyone without a smart phone would not be able to access. I have also been 
unable to find the draft document on the CPCA website. I have emailed the CPCA asking 
them to provide a conventional link online and at their public consultation events.  
 
Cambridgeshire Constabulary and Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue Service - The Police and 
Crime Commissioner’s proposal that the Police and Fire Services should be combined has 
been taken to Judicial Review. The outcome is still awaited. The decision is finely balanced. 
 
County - Innovate and Cultivate Fund 
Just a reminder that the deadline for the first round of Cultivate grants and Innovate grants 
is 1 August 2019. Further dates are 1 November 2019 - Cultivate grants only 
1 February 2020 - Cultivate grants and Innovate grants 
More information is available at: https:// 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities-&-localism/innovate-and- cultivate-fund/ 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities-&-localism/innovate-and-cultivate-fund/
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities-&-localism/innovate-and-cultivate-fund/


The Innovate and Cultivate Fund has two funding streams: 
 Cultivate - grants of £2,000 - £19,000 aimed at encouraging local networks where 

people help themselves and each other 
 Innovate - grants of up to £50,000 for big projects with big ideas that demonstrate an 

innovative approach. 
To be eligible, all projects must: 
 be either new, or build on an existing project in a new location or with new beneficiaries 
 show they will reduce pressure on Council services and/or offer direct savings for the 

Council. 
 
Trains 
I thank Robert Stripe of the Fen Line Users for details:  

Staff and drivers take holidays during the summer and whilst training of new drivers 
continues, there may be times when a train will be cancelled when you least expect it. 
Whilst the service is generally more resilient on weekdays, they are more likely to be 
cancelled at the weekend. For the Great Northern service from King's Lynn to King's Cross 
with some run by Govia Thameslink Railway, the present weekend service has improved 
since the May timetable change, whilst the weekday service is much better than it was. 
The trains from Cambridge North to Liverpool Street are generally run by Greater Anglia.  
 
Cambridge Area Bus Users Group 
This group is working for and representing bus passengers in and around Cambridge and at 
the AGM in June I was elected Chairman.  We have met the Combined Authority’s Bus Task 
Force through their agent Steer, the Greater Cambridge Partnership and with Cambridge 
City Council and South Cambs District Council as planning authorities, who have all agreed 
to list the CABU as a consultee. We have also had really useful meetings with the major 
operators Stagecoach and Ascendal/Whippet, who pledged at the AGM to work together to 
improve the service for bus passengers throughout the County. Both operators recognised 
that improvements need to be made before the outcome of the CPCA Local Transport Plan 
can be put into action. We also had a presentation from Cambridge Connect who propose a 
light rail mass transit system rather than the Cambridge Autonomous Metro.   
Please do join us and sign up to our newsletter, so that you can bring your specific concerns 
to our attention. https://cbgbususers.wordpress.com/  and 
https://www.facebook.com/cbgareabususers/ 
I have asked Stagecoach for more services from and returning to  Landbeach, Horningsea 
and Fen Ditton and for more Citi 2 buses to loop north through Milton. Whilst Stagecoach 
have said they are prepared to trial new services if we request them, within a matter of 
months we must USE IT OR LOSE IT. We are finding the new CEO Michelle Hargreaves keen 
to make the service passenger-centred and wherever possible to make it more affordable – 
which is very welcome.  
 
Stagecoach are running “Catch the Bus” week 1-7 July, with a bus parked outside Boots in 
Cambridge 10am – 4pm where you can see the benefits of travelling bus and take part in  
the current Guided Busway Consultation, amongst other delights.  
 
Guided Busway 
The public consultation is here 

https://cbgbususers.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/cbgareabususers/


https://www.stagecoachbus.com/promos-and-offers/east/busway-public-consultation 
The consultation is open until 21 July 2019. 
Just a reminder that the Guided Busway between Histon and Orchard Park, which has been 
closed due to A14 bridge works, should re-open at 5am on 8 July. During the closure, 
inbound buses towards Cambridge are stopping in Cambridge Road Histon (outside Anglian 
Fireplaces). Routes B&P call at the commercial stops on Kings Hedges Road, Route A re-
enters the busway at Kings Hedges Road and calls at Orchard Park east and west stops. 
Cyclists, have had long diversions, so will welcome the re-opening. 
 
Around the Parishes: 
 
Fen Ditton 
Following requests at June’s PC meeting, I asked Vanessa Kelly for an update on various 
highway issues. You may already have seen these responses, which I forwarded to the Clerk, 
but for completeness include here:  
 
1) Are the junction works complete?  The raised table seems so shallow that (the PC observe) it is 

not slowing the traffic down as it was intended to. The ‘arrow-up’ markings on edge of the 
‘raised table’ are at such a shallow angle that it is not obvious there is any table there at all. 
Jennie Conroy reported that she was advised at a site meeting that David Edevane, the works 
manager had taken a decision to minimise the height in order to minimise the noise of impact, 
which it was felt at the time might be a problem for neighbouring residents.  
 

Please would you clarify the decision making process around this? It seems unfortunate, if the 

main purpose of the raised table (to slow traffic down) appears to have been lost in delivery. 

2) On the western approach to the raised table junction (up the High Street) immediately in front 
of the edge of the new tarmac, there is quite a deep wide sunken area in the road surface… The 
parish council feel this is likely to cause break-up of the bottom edge of the ‘ramp’ fairly quickly 
because tyres are hitting the tarmac edge with force at this point.  Whilst strictly outside the 
works area of the raised junction, could you consider doing a repair here to support the new 
edge of the tarmac? 

3) Closure of Wadloes footpath. I understand this to be the cycle footpath that lead from Fen 
Ditton church through to Ditton Meadows.  I understand the cycle path is due to be closed for 
up to 8 weeks from 3 June. I know the plan is to keep the path open when possible (and during 
The Bumps races I think). I have advised the PC that my understanding is that every effort will be 
made to keep the path open whenever it is safe and possible to do so, there will inevitably be 
times when it must be closed for safety and practical reasons. 

4) If I have misunderstood the above and the PC mean the footpath on the west side of Ditton 
Lane, I have advised them that, now the cyclepath is wider and safer on the east side of Ditton 
lane, any diverted cyclists (from Wadloes footpath if closed) will be well advised to cross Ditton 
Lane at the pelican crossing and use the cyclepath on the east side. 

 
Vanessa Kelly replied: 

1) The height of the raised table is a thorny issue. Arguably the raised table would have to be 
severe if it were to slow traffic and as there are quite a few residences very close to the 
junction who would suffer noise and vibration, this was not an option. Indeed it is difficult to 
get it right – since we introduced speed bumps as part of our new Green End Road scheme, 
we’ve had complaints from residents such as this: “the noise and vibration has become 
intolerable with the frequent passing of skip lorries as they go over the speed bumps. Also I 
am concerned with vibration as the whole house shakes as the lorries pass. In the past speed 

https://www.stagecoachbus.com/promos-and-offers/east/busway-public-consultation


bumps were put in and then taken out because of this very problem. I am concerned about 
the frequency of skip lorries in this 20 mile zone. The road changes have been implemented 
about a year and I have waited to see if the situation improved but it has not, it has gotten 
worse. Also the speed bumps do not appeared to have affected the number of speeding 
cars”.  
 

The Project Team supported David in his decision to not use kerbs across the carriageway to 

form the ramps of the Fen Ditton raised table because they would have quickly become a 

maintenance issue. The ramps were instead formed in asphalt and this necessitated 

achieving the 110mm height of the raised table (the same height as had been planned for) 

with ramps of between 1.2m and 1.5m in length rather than 1.2m if kerbs had been used. 

Also, if the raised table had been steeper, there would have been issues with the footway 

levels - they would have needed raising and they would then have tipped towards 

properties. 

2) Yes, when we next do surfacing works, we can fill in this pothole. It’s a question of where do 
you stop – the whole High Street needs resurfacing! (I note that some of the worst potholes 
have been addressed by quite large areas of re-surfacing but nevertheless tend to agree. AB) 

3) Yes, the Wadloes path will be opened during the works whenever it is safe to do so, and it 
will be open from 12.00pm this Wed, Thurs, Fri and over the weekend for the Bumps. 
Additional signage is being prepared to make it clear when the path is open. 

4) The diversion signage pointing cyclists to use the Toucan crossing at the crossroads and 
down the inbound path along Ditton Lane is in place. 

Kind regards    Vanessa 
 
Fen Ditton Primary School 
I arranged a meeting (5 June) at the request of the parishes of Horningsea, Fen Ditton and 
Teversham at which Anglian Learning Trust could explain their plans to ensure that the new primary 
school at the Wing development will not impact adversely on pupil uptake at Fen Ditton Primary 
School. Officers from the County Planning and Education services also attended. Since both primary 
schools are part of the Anglian Learning Trust, they are committed to both schools maintaining their 
pupil number. Cllr Daunton has given an excellent summary in her report which I will not duplicate. 

 
Waterbeach 

Waterbeach New Town Community Forum Wed 10th July, 6-8pm, Waterbeach Baptist 
Church. (Drop-in format)  
 
Bannold Road - I have been seeking substantial repairs to Bannold Road, as has Cllr Rippeth. 
The Local Highway Officer has responded as follows: 
As you are aware there are many developments in progress along Bannold Road at the present time, 
all of which would have different utilities carrying out works along the carriageway at different 
times. 
All the development works are being looked after by our Development Management Team, within 
the last week or two I have recently had a site a meeting with the Development Management 
Inspector and one of our contractors, the Inspector had provided us with a list of issues that he 
would like the developers to rectify, the reason for our site meeting was so our contractor could 
measure up all the required defects that need to be carried out and then they will provide me with a 
costing for this works to be carried out, as soon as I have received this I will pass it on to the 
Inspector and then they will talk again with the developers. 
The reason we have decided to go this route in having our contractors to quote for the repairs to be 
undertaken is so that we can have one contractor in carrying out all the repairs at one time, rather 



than the different developers getting different contractors in at different times as then there is 
always an issue with road space booking as well. 
Unfortunately with regards to your comments about the carriageway needing to be resurfaced as a 
matter of urgency, due to the nature and costing of the works to resurface Bannold Road, this is a 
scheme that I would need to put forward for further surface treatment to gain additional funding, 
these types of schemes have to then be put forward along with all other schemes around the County 
and evaluated. Unfortunately as Bannold Road is an unclassified road this would not be classed as 
high priority against a classified road. 
As soon as I have any further update with regards to this I will be back in contact with you. 
 
I responded: 
Thank you for the update. It sounds as if it may be some time before the repairs can start. It would 
be very helpful if you could let us know when works might start. 
I take your point that Bannold Road is an unclassified road but there are now about 300 more 
houses on the north side, which has increased the traffic on the road considerably.  In addition, the 
agricultural traffic has taken its toll on the surface. I hope you will add Bannold Road into your list of 
surface treatment jobs requiring extra funding. We would very much appreciate that.  …. Anna 
 

The Local Highway Officer responded: 
I can confirm that we at CCC are trying to do our best to liaise with all the different developers along 
Bannold Road to try and rectify any defects that may have been caused from the works to their 
developments, in the meantime we will continue to monitor the location and action and repairs to 
defects that meet our investigatory levels according to our Highway Operational Standards.  As soon 
as I receive any further updates from the contractors, Development Management Inspector or 
Developers I will let you know. 
I will put Bannold Road forward for further surface treatment roads, and will continue to do so until 
it has been successful in gaining the further funding unfortunately I cannot guarantee if/when this 
will be successful.  I do fully understand that this damage has not only been done by the developers 
but also the agricultural vehicles that use this road as well, is there any other way that these vehicles 
can travel across their fields / tracks to get to their destination. 
Unfortunately even though there has been more houses built along this section and therefore 
creating more traffic, it is still classed as an unclassified road and therefore within the bidding 
system they will look at the ‘A’ Class, then ‘B’ Class, then ‘C’ Class, then onto the unclassified roads 
throughout the County. 
 

Waterbeach New Town – Trip Budgets and baseline data 
I asked David Allatt, County Transport Assessment Manager,  
“The parish councils are asking me how and when baseline data on traffic movements will be 
established prior to commencement of construction at Waterbeach New Town. Since the previous 
Census data was from 2011 they would like to be reassured that more recent and representative 
data will be gathered and analysed before any impact of construction might start to be noticed. 
U&C have recently received approval for their O/L application for 6,500 dwellings, with phase 1 of 
1600. They anticipate (hope to) achieving completion of Phase 1 within 2 years. 
The parish councillors in Waterbeach Horningsea and Fen Ditton are anxious to ensure that any 
increase in traffic through their villages along Denny End Road, High Street, the B1047, High Ditch 
Road and Ditton Lane can be identifiable from the outset in comparison to this baseline data. 
 

David Allatt replied as follows: 
I can provide reassurance that a new transport baseline will be established prior to construction. 
The headline here is that prior to commencement, the developer will be obliged to fund the 
implementation of permanent, real-time traffic monitoring equipment at its access and at various off 



site locations. This means that the traffic monitoring will commence before any units are occupied. 
Therefore we will have contemporary baseline data. The monitoring will then continue throughout 
the life of the development.  
I would note that the current baseline was primarily established not from 2011 Census, but from 
surveys within the last three years. That said, this will be superseded by the new data from the 
above counters.   
The primary purpose of the traffic monitoring is to ensure that the development does not breach its 
‘trip budget’ (i.e. not to exceed the assumed thresholds set out in its TA) and to understand any 
potential rat-running activity over and above the new baseline, with a view to rectifying any 
identified issue accordingly.  
Construction:  

 In terms of construction timescales we would typically expect to see a build-out rate of 150-
200 dwellings per year.  

 The developer shall be required to agree a construction management plan with CCC 
Highways prior to commencement.  

Since then I have asked David to ensure that baseline data is gathered before construction starts, 
in order that increased lorry or rat-running movements can be captured. 

 
Milton 
Proposed Police Station and Custody Suite west of Milton 
The Police and Crime Commissioner proposes to build a new Police Custody Suite to a site 
south of the P&R in the Green Belt. Reasons given include the inadequacy of cells at 
Parkside and consequent need to use valuable police time to take detainees to cells in 
Peterborough, congestion in the City and a wish to realise capital from the site at Parkside. 
The public meeting intended for Milton on 10 June was somewhat hi-jacked by City 
Councillors and residents, who are very anxious not to lose a Police presence in the City. 
However useful questions were asked about the necessary search for sites, given the 
proposal in the Green Belt and alternative locations closer to complementary services (e.g. 
Fulbourn for mental health provision).  
In a recent discussion with the Regional Commander of the Cambridgeshire Fire and Rescue 
Service I was advised that even if approval is given to build the new Police Station and 
Custody Suite west of Milton, it is very unlikely that the CFRS would relocate to an adjacent 
site, as if they did, they would be unable to meet their attendance time for fires and 
incidents in the City. 
 
CCTV Jane Coston Bridge 
No further update from Richard Burnett at the Integrated Highways Maintenance Centre 
(IHMC), who is managing the project. On 30 May he was awaiting a quote for the works. 
  
Landbeach – no further update on the Road Safety Team investigation of the church bends. 
 
Horningsea  
No update – bus see previous notes about bus services. 

 
AB   30/06/2019 


